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AUSDANCE NSW 

DANCE SPACE  

RESIDENCY PROGRAM 

2008 

Australian Dance Council – Ausdance NSW Inc 
Pier 4 ‘The Wharf’ Hickson Rd, Walsh Bay NSW 2000 
Media Contact: Cathy Murdoch, Director 
Ph: 02 9256 4800  Email: administration@dance.net.au 
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2 week residency �  8 – 15 February 
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2 week residency �  9 – 21 March 
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1 week residency �  7 – 11 April 
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2 week residency �  16 – 27 June 
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2 week residency part-time �  1 September – 27 October 
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1 week residency �  29 September – 3 October 
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3 week residency �  17 November – 5 December 
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  This project is supported by City of Sydney 

Ausdance NSW is assisted by the NSW Government through Arts NSW 

AUSDANCE NSW 

DANCE SPACE RESIDENCY PROGRAM 2008 

 

Ausdance NSW announces the recipients of the Dance 

Space Residency Program 2008 at Queen Street Studios. 

This new initiative is funded by the City of Sydney’s Cultural 

Grants and Sponsorships program and is a direct response to 

the ongoing challenge of access to affordable and 

appropriate spaces for the development of dance in the 

Sydney metropolitan area. 

 

In the past two years significant dance spaces in the inner 

Sydney area closed their doors, leaving local dance artists 

facing high rental costs and competitive scheduling.  

 

The Residencies will provide selected dance artists with 

studio time of up to 4 weeks free of charge for creative 

development, rehearsal of work, work in progress showings, 

mentorships and the development of their dance practice.  
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Lizzie Thomson is the recipient of a 60 hour residency and will use the 

time in residence undertaking first stage creative development of a new 

solo work entitled Mortal Flight. The work will be a chronicle of 

impermanence, addressing the mortality of dance, people, cultures and 

places.  

 

Lizzie graduated from Queensland University of Technology in 1996 with 

an Associate Degree in Dance. In 1997 she performed with Expressions 

Dance Company and Garry Stewart. In 1998 Lizzie began working with 

Rosalind Crisp and Tess de Quincey. She has continued to collaborate 

extensively with Rosalind Crisp for 9 years, performing in her works 

throughout Europe and Australia. In 2000 Lizzie studied at the European 

Dance Development Centre in Holland and with choreographer Serge 

Ricci though an ADAMI scholarship in Paris. Since 2004 Lizzie has 

choreographed solo work and worked in collaboration with numerous 

dance artists, performance makers and video artists in creative 

developments and production. 

 

 

�

Photographer, Heidrun Löhr. Artist Lizzie Thomson. Image right courtesy of Critical Path 
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Dean Walsh has been a core member of the Australian dance and 

contemporary performance community since 1991. Throughout this time 

Dean has instigated many successful professional and community projects, 

as well as developing his voice as a choreographer and producing numerous 

dance productions which have toured nationally and internationally. In 2002 

Dean was awarded the prestigious Robert Helpmann Scholarship and an 

accompanying Australia Council grant to research dance / physical theatre 

and choreographic practice in the United Kingdom and Europe. Between 

2003 and 2005 Dean worked and toured with internationally renowned 

company DV8 Physical Theatre and worked with Dutch choreographer Paul 

Selwyn Norton and his company. In 2002 Dean was the recipient of the 

Australian Dance Award for Most Outstanding Performance by a Male 

Dancer for his role in Australian Dance Theatre’s Age of Beauty and was 

nominated again for the award in 2005 for his own short work Ground On Air.  

 

In 2008 Dean will work on four projects receiving funding, using the 

Ausdance NSW Dance Space Residency to support the final development 

stages of Back From Front, a large scale group work that communicates the 

ramifications of war. Back From Front has received funding from the 

Australia Council for production and will premiere at Performance Space, 

Carriageworks in May this year.  
Photographer, Heidrun Löhr. Artists Top: Martin Kwasner, Kathryn Pui, Matt Young. Below: Matt Young 
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Anton will undertake a 30 hour residency to explore his ideology of the 

modern world. He will use the time in residence to develop initial ideas 

and document all physical and conceptual investigation.  

  

During his career Anton has had engagements with DarcSwan, Dance 

North, Australian Dance Theatre (ADT), Sydney Theatre Company, The 

Australian Opera and independent artists Troy Mundy, Shaun Parker, 

Meryl Tankard and Tanja Liedtke. Graduating from Queensland 

University of Technology in 1996, Anton started making work at the age 

of 23. His choreographies and commissions include Dance North, ADT 

in-house season, AC Arts SA, Quantum Leap, Extensions, South 

Australian Childrens Ballet, Dirty Feet, Pulse8, Queensland University of 

Technology, Dead Horse Productions, Assistant Choreographer for the 

Actors Company at Sydney Theatre Company, danceTANK 07 (Sydney 

Opera House) and the Adelaide Feast Festival. 

 

Anton has made two music videos for electronic artist Mr Jigga and 

choreographed two music clips one for Abby Dobson and on for UK 

music artists UNKLE. He has made 4 dance films with one nominated for 

REELDANCE Awards 2004 and one for an Australian Dance Award 

2006. 

Photographer, Anton. Artist Anton. 
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Nalina has danced with many renowned dance practitioners and 

companies including Rosalind Crisp, Sandra Parker’s Danceworks, Sue 

Healey Co. and with Hans van der Broeck in his Australian projects. 

Currently working as a choreographer, dance film-maker and teacher, 

Nalina will spend spend 60 hours in residency working on her 

choreographic practice by reworking and refining material for a new 

dance work Dual. Now in its final stages Dual is co-produced by 

Performance Space with support from the creative practice & research 

unit in the school of English, Media & Performing Arts, University of New 

South Wales and Critical Path. Pending funding, Dual will be presented 

at Carriageworks in September this year. 

  

Dual is the newest edition to a long list of dance works created by Nalina, 

many of which have been solo creations or dance films. Nalina’s practice 

of improvisation, choreography and investigation of movement has been 

supported and enriched by the community of practitioners previously 

based at artist run venue Omeo Dance Studios (later the Fromagerie). 

Nalina will work on Dual with collaborative team Jane McKernon, Gail 

Priest and Julie-Anne Long. 

 Top: Photographer, Gail Priest. Below: Photographer, Sam James. Artists Nalina Wait and Jane McKernan 
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Originally from Germany, Sydney-based dance artist, Martin del Amo will 

embark on a part-time residency completing 60 hours in residence. He 

will be working on the third stage creative development of a new solo 

dance work titled It’s A Jungle Out There. Over the past few years, 

Martin has created several solo works including Unsealed (2004), Under 

Attack (2005) and Never Been This Far Away From Home (2007) all of 

which were presented at Performance Space to significant public and 

critical acclaim. 

  

Working with sound artist Gail Priest, the first two stages of creative 

development for Martin’s new work will be conducted earlier in 2008, 

before completing the part time residency in September. With further 

funding Martin will complete the final stages of development for It’s a 

Jungle Out There with the intention of presenting the work in 2009. 

  

Martin’s previous work and performances have received nominations at 

the Australian Dance Awards and Dance Australia’s annual Critics’ 

Survey. In 2006, Martin presented work in Osaka and Matsuyama, Japan 

and at The Studio, Sydney Opera House as part of an exchange 

between Australian and Japanese independent dance artists. 

 

Photographer, Heidrun Löhr. Artist Martin del Amo 



 5�

3��)��	���4���3��)��	���4���3��)��	���4���3��)��	���4��� � ���

8�� ��)� � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �6�� � � � �" 
� � �7� ' �1�� � 
 � � �

 

Vicki is a graduate of the Martha Graham School of Contemporary  

Dance, New York after being granted an ATSIC award for overseas 

study, following her training at NAISDA Dance College. Vicki graduated 

in 1993 at the highest company level and was invited by Stephen Page 

to return to Australia to perform with Bangarra Dance Theatre for the 

New Horizons Asian Tour of the groundbreaking ballet, Ochres. Vicki 

went on to dance with Sydney Symphony, Aboriginal / Islander Dance 

Theatre, Marilyn Miller ‘Fresh Dancers’, One Extra Company, among 

others performing nationally in festivals and overseas. Vicki was the 

recipient of the inaugural indigenous choreographic fellowship residency 

where she created her second work Welcome2, which premiered at the 

Australian Choreographic Centre, Canberra.  

 

In a 30 hour residency, Vicki will develop a new dance theatre working 

with Raghav Handa with the aim of generating material to support future 

funding applications. Together Vicki and Raghav will explore the theme 

of ‘belonging’ and ‘ownership’ in contemporary indigenous dance. Vicki 

hopes aspects of indigenous dance become part of the mainstream 

Australian contemporary identity. 

�
Photographer, Pascal Elliot. Artists from left – Amanda Alford, Raghav Handa, Vicki van Hout 
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Fiona is the recipient of a 90 hour residency to undertake an initial 

creative development period for a new interactive dance / music 

production Tripod (working title). Tripod will involve three artists; a live 

Cellist, a sound designer, composer and computer programmer, Bob 

Scot and choreographer, performer and virtual instrument, Fiona. During 

her residency Fiona will utilize a wireless sensor based system worn on 

her body which affects sound and visual environments in real-time, 

creating a visually and aurally rich performance. 

  

 

Following a successful national and international career as a 

contemporary dancer Fiona has settled in Sydney as a choreographer, 

performer, teacher and movement director (having recently completed a 

Post Graduate Diploma in Movement Studies at NIDA). Fiona has 

worked with a number of prestigious companies and artists including 

Australian Dance Theatre (Garry Stewart), Charleroi Danses (Belgium), 

C-H Tanztheatre (Zurich), Meryl Tankard, Graeme Murphy, Akram Khan 

among others. As a performer and choreographer Fiona has received 

numerous nominations and awards for her innovative work and continues 

to push boundaries in morphing technology and dance. 

 
Still from footage, Bob Scott. Artists Fiona Malone (dancer) Heather Stratfold (Cellist) 

 


